NCEA Level 1 Reading Practice

There are FIVE questions for reading comprehension; THREE based on Passage

One and TWO on Passage Two.

Passage One

THE LOIRE VALLEY

‘CHATEAUX COUNTRY’ 
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Je n’ai jamais oublié

ma première visite

au pays des châteaux.

C’était en été. Il

faisait un temps magnifique.        

“ Est-ce que tu veux faire le tour des châteaux en taxi ?”  m’a demandé une copine, qui passait ses vacances dans le même village que moi.

“ Quelle bonne idée ! Mais en taxi….?”  ai-je répondu.

“ Ce n’est pas trop cher,”  a-t-elle dit. Elle avait raison. 

Nous sommes parties, donc, un dimanche en juillet, avec deux touristes australiennes, pour visiter cinq des plus beaux châteaux de la Loire.

J’ai surtout aimé le château de Chenonceaux. Il y avait beaucoup de monde le jour de notre visite et il était difficile quelquefois d’entendre le guide, mais l’histoire du vieux château, c’était vraiment passionnant ! Et puis, de dehors, le bâtiment était si beau, et dedans, toutes les pièces avaient l’air si confortables.

Vingt ans plus tard, j’y suis retournée. C’était une journée d’hiver, triste et désagréable. Il n’y avait presque personne à cause du froid. Mais ‘mon château’ était tout aussi beau sous un ciel gris et, dans l’entrée, j’ai trouvé un grand feu de bois. 

Cette deuxième visite a été encore meilleure que la première.

(Passage from 1994 School Certificate)

Question 1

(a)
Explain what the writer has never forgotten and why.

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

(b)
Why was the writer taken aback by the suggestion made? Give all details.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(c)
Who went on the trip and when?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(d)
What were they to visit?

___________________________________________________________

Question 2

(a)
Explain why the writer especially liked Chenonceaux.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

(b)
What might some people have seen as a problem?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 3

(a)
Give details of the writer's second visit to Chenonceaux.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

(b) How did the writer sum up this visit?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

(c) What gender is the writer and how do you know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Passage Two
CHEESE……..

usine: factory
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Il est rond, blanc, avec un peu de jaune à l’intérieur, petit mais très bien connu. C’est le camembert, bien sûr, ce fromage vraiment délicieux, qu’on fait dans les usines et fermes partout en France et dans d’autres pays aussi.  

Mais pour trouver le meilleur camembert, il faut visiter le petit village en Normandie qui lui a donné son nom. On y dit que c’est une femme, qui habitait ce village au moment de la Révolution Française, qui l’a inventé. Sa maison y est toujours, au milieu des champs tranquilles.

C’est seulement le camembert de cette région qu’on peut appeler ‘camembert de Normandie’.
……..AND ONIONS
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Tous les ans, au printemps, ces hommes traversaient la mer pour visiter l’Angleterre. Là, ils allaient vendre tout l’été, aux familles anglaises, les beaux oignons qu’ils cultivaient chez eux en Bretagne. Ils voyageaient à bicyclette, mais lentement à cause de tous leurs légumes très lourds. Ils avaient l’air très drôles !   

Avec les années, ils ont fait des amis de beaucoup de leurs clients mais maintenant les Anglais ne les voient presque jamais. Quel dommage !   

(Passage from 1992 School Certificate)

Question 4

(a)
How is camembert described? Give all details.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

(b)
What should you do if you want to find the best camembert?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(c) What is said about its inventor? Give all details.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

(d) What is the final point made about camembert?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5

(a)
What did these men use to do? Give all details.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(b)
How did they get around and how did this appear?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(c)
What happened over the years?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(d) 
Explain the exclamation at the end.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Assessment Schedule

Merit points are underlined and Excellence ones in bold

Q1 

a
first visit to chateau country


it was summer


the weather was magnificent

b
a friend (female) asked her


if she wanted to do the castle/chateau tour/trip by taxi


friend was spending her holidays in the same village (as the 
writer)


the friend said it wasn't too dear


she was right

c
the writer, her friend and two (female) Australian tourists


one Sunday in July

d
five of the most beautiful Loire Valley castles/chateaux


(A if 'the 5 most beautiful')

Q1
A = any 5 points


M = 7 points, with 2 M/E


E = 8 points, with 1 E + 2 M/E

Q2

a
history (of the chateau) was really exciting


from outside, the building was so beautiful (A for 'building 
beautiful 
outside' )


inside all the rooms looked so comfortable (A for rooms looked 
comfortable)

b
there were lots of people

on the day of their visit


it was sometimes difficult to hear the guide

Q2
A = any 3 points


M = 4 points, with 1 M/E


E = 5 points with 1E + 1 M/E

Q3

a
(it was) 20 years later


it was a winter's day


gloomy/sad and unpleasant (weather)


almost no one there


because of the cold


"her' castle was just as beautiful beneath a grey sky


in the entrance/foyer she found a big wood fire (not wooden)

b
this second visit was even better than the first

c
female - agreement of PP retournée 


 (also 'nous sommes parties' in earlier paragraph )

Q3
A = any 4 points


M = 6 points with 2 M/E


E = 7 points, 2 E + 2M/E

Q4

a
round, white


with a bit of yellow on the inside


small


very well known


really delicious


made in factories and farms


everywhere in France


and in other countries too

b
visit the little village in Normandy


which gave it its name

c
the inventor is said to be  a woman (M if 'said to be')


who was living in this village


at the time of the French revolution


her house is still there


in the middle of peaceful fields

d
Only camembert from this region may be called 'camembert of 
Normandy'
Q4
A = any 8 points


M = 10 points, 3 M/E


E = 12 points, 1E + 3M/E

Q5

a
every year


in Spring


crossed the sea


to (visit) England


they were going there to sell


to English families


all summer


the fine onions


that they grew back home in Brittany

b
by bike


slowly


because of all their very heavy veges


looked funny/weird

c
they made friends

of/with many of their clients

d
exclamation means 'what a pity' and refers to the fact that the 
English hardly ever see them now
Q5
A = any 7 points


M = 10 points with 3 M/E


E = 12 points with 1E + 3M/E

